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sense of it has influenced Prussian policy ever since the Wars
of Liberation.

It may be objected, says Treitschke, that the legitimate
ambitions of Prussia would only lead to a partition of
Germany between herself and Austria. He repudiates the
idea that Prussian ambitions are so limited. Some Prussian
ministers may have thought of making the Main the southern
frontier of their State ; but that was a departure from the
old Prussian tradition. The nearer Prussia approaches to
the Main, the less is she likely to allow the South German
States the right of standing outside the German kingdom of
the future. The more completely she rounds off her frontiers,
the more she is compelled to bear in mind the higher duty
of uniting Germany. In the nature of things she must play
in Germany the part which the kingdom of Piedmont has
played in Italy. If the German National Party does not
wish to stray blindly among political Utopias it must think
of Prussia as the nucleus of the German State of the future ;
it must become far more Prussian than it has been hitherto.

" We must wait for the favour of fortune, for ' the fulfill-
ing of the time/ as Florestan Pepe1 said to the Italian
patriots. And yet all valiant spirits will prefer to take for
their motto the arrogant retort with which the fiery Guglielmo
Pepe answered Ms brother : ' Men make their own times/
Let the particularists continue to advertise their ingenious
fables; let the most high and privileged Capuchins of both
orders continue to take the name of God in vain and to extol
the weakness of our country as a special favour of God's
providence ; let indolence, creeping in the dust, forget, in its
getting and spending, the shame of our nation. Even so,
whoever is worthy to be called a man, will not cease to toil
for the unity of Germany. A heart aglow with a great
passion, a brain cold and clear, a thoughtful consideration
of the strength of the respective States, that is the fitting

1 A Neapolitan constitutionalist who took part in the Liberal revolution
of 1820 ; brother of Guglielmo Pepe, who was the leader of the movement.
It was suppressed with the help of Austrian troops.